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At the 2011 Gumbo DanceSport Championships
By Yang Chen, President of Greater NY USA Dance Chapter

| had the pleasure and privilege to be the Master of Ceremonies at the 2011 Gumbo DanceSport
Championships (NQE). As in years past, it was a well-run, well-attended event that was a joy to
be part of. This year’s in particular will be especially memorable because | had to perform my
duties without the benefit of wearing my own clothes. Let me explain.

Last Friday, | was on a 6:30 am flight out of LaGuardia, connecting in Charlotte, North Carolina at
9:21 am, scheduled to arrive at about 10:20 am local time in Baton Rouge. But there were
torrential downpours in New York that morning, and | got to Charlotte with only minutes to make
my connection. Although | got to the gate while the plane was still on the runway, the agent would
not let me on, despite my presentation of a boarding pass for the 9:21 am flight. It seemed that
US Airways concluded that | would not be able to make my connection and booked me
automatically on the next flight out, which would not be departing until 4:35 pm.

I managed to switch to a flight getting into New Orleans at 12:20 pm, and Ann Durocher, the
organizer of the Gumbo, asked one of her volunteers to meet me there to drive me from New
Orleans to Baton Rouge. | also asked US Airways about where my luggage was, because it was
supposed to be going on the flight to Baton Rouge that | had just been shut out of. The customer
service agent issued a request to re-direct the luggage to New Orleans in case it had not gotten
on the Baton Rouge flight and told me to check for it at baggage
claim in New Orleans. When | got there, | did not see my luggage,
so arranged with baggage services to deliver my luggage to the
Crowne Plaza in Baton Rouge when US Airways finally located it.

Jim Crowell was the Gumbo volunteer who picked me up in New
Orleans, and Jim kindly offered to lend me one of his jackets and
ties to tide me over while waiting for my luggage to arrive. Jim, at
6’1" or 6’2", is a good half-a-foot taller than me but he told me his
size is 40 regular, which is what | wear, so | thought, hey, itshould = =&
work ... and it did. (Thanks, Jim!) Photo by Yan Chen

We stopped over at his home to pick out the jacket and tie that | would wear over my button-down
shirt and jeans, and by the time | arrived in the ballroom of the Crowne Plaza, it was already 3
pm. Jennifer McCalla, who was one of the judges at the comp, had filled in for me up until that
time. (Thanks, Jennifer!)

| took the podium for the balance of the afternoon, into the evening, but | felt a bit out of place not
MCing in my own suit. All the while, | wondered when my luggage would arrive. It did not arrive on
Friday.

For day two of the Gumbo, Nathan Daniels, another of the esteemed judges at the Gumbo, who
looked like he was about my height and build, offered one of his suits. It was a sharp-looking
black suit with a lavender shirt and matching tie and pocket square. However, Nathan turned out
to have longer legs than me, so | did not wear the pants, and instead went back on the podium in
my blue jeans. The shirt fit fine but like the jacket, was a bit long in the sleeves. It would have to
do ... and it did the job. (Thanks, Nathan!)

Continue on page 4
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Footnotes...

President’s Message

LA DanceSport put on another spectacular competition this year in Baton Rouge! | hope you were able
to be a part of this event. The dancing was phenomenal, entertainment besides the competition itself
was superb, and you just can’t beat that southern hospitality! Bravo to all participants who made this

such a memorable event for us all!

July ‘s dance is on the 17" at Jefferson Orleans North and our instructor and friend, Stephan Howard, will be teaching Samba
from 1:30 — 2:00. Be sure to join us and bring a snack to share!

Hold on to your hats, because August will be a very busy month: Our Jefferson Orleans dance will be August 7™, You can let
Sara Teal know what snacks you will be bringing by texting or calling 985-778-7336. Houma'’s dance at Studio 371 will

be Saturday August 20", And our main event for the month is August 27" in Belle Chasse. You can do this; the drive across
the river is just a hop skip and a jump away and it will be worth it, Trust Me!!l Gumbo On The Ritz is our USA Dance LA
Gumbo 5031 formal fundraiser for the year. The facility where we will be having a great time has a dance floor you must see
to believe. Gwen and Ben Becnel, along with Ann and Jim Steven , will guide us through a memorable evening of dancing
with friends, scrumptious h’orderves and enchanting music.

September 16 — 25 is National Ballroom Dance Week (NBDW) and we will once again be at Esplanade Mall to share our love
of dance. We are looking for volunteers to help set this up as well as dancers willing to show their stuff. We have several
groups and individuals lined up already so get in touch with me at 504-258-2220 or Ronna Lejeune at 504-493-0090 to join
us there.

Check out our newsletter for details. Call me to get a hard copy of the newsletter or visit usadancegumbo.org/
publications for a current copy.

We can’t stop now, ladies and gentlemen. As you travel, this summer, be sure to check out dancing opportunities along the
way. Pass a good time wherever you go and be safe. See you on the dance floor soon!

Love ya'll,
Jen Vaughn
USA Dance LA Gumbo Chapter #5031
Board of Directors
Email contact information
President Jennifer Vaughn niferv@hotmail.com
Vice President Jules Borne borne@attglobal.net
Secretary Carrie Semmler carriesemmler@yahoo.com
Treasurer Nathalie Bordelon nbordelon@bellsouth.net
Outreach Kerry Lovell kI3857 @att.com
Music Coordinator Jim Steven jtsteven6 | @yahoo.com
Publicity Ruby Shrieves rshrieves| 3@msn.com
Social Dance Edwin Fleischmann flashhh@pbellsouth.net
We're on the weh!
Website: Facebook:

http://www.usadancegumbo.org/ http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=4148527 | | 7&v=info
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2011 Gumbo of Ballroom Summary vy Ann burocher

It happened so fast, | could hardly believe it when the last event was awarded on Sunday afternoon. What a weekend! | was so
tired | could hardly hold my head up, but, at the same time, energized by the tremendous weekend our team had just pulled off.
From the time we started at | lam on Friday through Saturday evening the ballroom was electric with outstanding dancing. | can’t

remember our ever having so many quarter final rounds, thanks primarily to the young dancers.

| want to stop here and acknowledge the tremendous work of some outstanding instructors and directors of youth programs.
First of all, our own Jefferson Parish dancers were the best group we have had on our Gumbo dance floor and we owe a ton of
gratitude to Nicole Champagne and Stephan Howard who spent so much time with the |17 couples who danced for the Gumbo
chapter in the USA Dance Gumbo DanceSport Championships. Job well done! Five couples came
to us from Lake Charles out of the Dancing Classrooms program headed up by Nancy Vallee and
her talented instructor Angela. These young dancers stayed throughout the weekend, taking in all |

from Katy, Texas, brought her young dancers again this year, delighting the crowd with their danc- L
ing precision and style. Jessica does such a good job keeping her youngsters focused and the disci- 7
pline she is able to instill in them as dancers at such a young age is admirable. We always look
forward to having her students dance with us. But, competitors weren’t the only young dancers |
on the Gumbo floor over the weekend. The talented and fun O. Perry Walker High School
Dance Ensemble entertained the crowd on Saturday evening between the Adult Championship
events. Here is a group of high schoolers who had no formal dance training when Karen Davis-
Jones walked through the door of O. Perry Walker. She has accomplished in (I think) 3 years developing a dance team capable of
entertaining anyone and with manners and poise well beyond their years. Karen is someone we all can admire and respect. With

7

her drive, | am anxious to see the ballroom competitors she will soon develop. All of you devoted professionals have my heart..

w Back to the competition weekend. Our set up crew led by Richard Stewart quickly put down the floor
on Thursday before the comp and dancers had several hours of practice time before having to compete.

"] This was received very positively by all who had the opportunity to use the floor.

" There were so many positive areas of the weekend and probably number one among the competitors is
~ always our Hospitality Room headed up by our hardworking Sandy Patrick and her delightful dancing
| partner Tom La Strapes. | can’t imagine a Gumbo weekend without Sandy putting the “icing on the
P cake” for us. Now that we have introduced gumbo to the Hospitality Room, | don’t think many dancers

Photos by Debra Copper are going out for lunch.

Continue on page 5....
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Contact us at newsletter@usadancegumbo.org

DISPLAY ADS: To advertise your event or professional service, submit a digital file (Word format for documents and
jpeg format for photos) or camera-ready artwork to the above email address along with payment to USA Dance at LA
Gumbo Chapter #5031, Newsletter, P.O. Box 7021, Metairie, LA 70010-7021.The deadline is the 15th of each month

for the following month newsletter.
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At the 2011 Gumbo DanceSport Championships Continue.....

During the break between the daytime session and the evening session, | checked on the status of my luggage. As of 6 pm
Saturday, my luggage still had not arrived. | called US Airways and was told that it was at New Orleans awaiting pick-up by
the courier.

The evening session included a banquet, and as nice as the combo that Nathan lent me
was, | felt a bit under-dressed, considering that most of the attendees dressed up for the
evening. | was still in my jeans.

S e
- Saturday night included the championship events. Pasha Pashkov and
"| Daniella Karagach, United States Adult 10-Dance Champions, danced in the Adult Latin

- and Adult Standard events, and it was a pleasure to see them dancing at the Gumbo. For
. some strange reason, in the four-couple Adult Standard final, all the women wore white
~ gowns. | commented that | felt like | had stumbled into a bridal shop. Later, | was informed
] that one of the women, Sandra Timmermans from Houston, Texas, was actually dancing
Photo by Yan Chen in her wedding gown. Go figure!

The championship events in Senior | Standard, Adult Standard, Adult Latin, Adult Rhythm and Adult Smooth featured excel-
lent dancers from across the country, including California, Connecticut, Kentucky, and New York. The level of dancing was
high and the audience responded enthusiastically to the terrific performances. Kudos to the organizers for attracting such a
diverse crop of top-notch couples to the Gumbo.

After the awards were announced and given out, the top couples each presented honors dances and the two-day event
drew to a close around 10:30 pm. On my way back to my room, | stopped by the front desk to check on my luggage and was
relieved to see that it had finally arrived. The front desk staff confirmed that it had just gotten there.

| was glad to have my own clothes back, and the next day, for the Louisiana DanceSport Challenge, a pro-am competition
that occupied the same ballroom, | was able to wear my own suit. | no longer felt so naked as | had for the first two days.
Despite my sartorial misadventures last weekend, the Gumbo was a great event. The organizers, the Louisiana Gumbo
Chapter and Louisiana DanceSport, did a fantastic job putting it all together. The organizers raised nearly $21,000, with
$8,500 of that amount going to fund scholarships at the event, so hats off to them on their fundraising success.

I had a wonderful time and am already looking forward to next year's Gumbo, scheduled for June 29 through 30, 2012. Here
are my photos from Friday and here are photos from Saturday. All the results have been posted to 02cm.com.

Thanks to Ann Durocher and everyone involved with the Gumbo of Ballroom for a marvelous weekend of dancing, friend-
ship and Southern hospitality.

JAIL. Alterations

OQuuality Repairs Al IReasomable Costs!

ATIJIJIKCAKICS

Ome Bite is Not FEnomglih?

Contact:

Contact:

Lucy: 504.220.8776 or 504.949.1171

Lucy: 504.220.8776 Oor 504.949.1171
Email: joslusqg @bellsouth.net

Email: joslus4 (@bellsouth.net
For emails, include the word “CAKE” in the subject area.
3 - For emails, include the word “SEWING”’ in the subject area.

Diaper Cakes also available

iSE HABLA ESPANOL! iSE HABLA ESPANOL!
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2011 Gumbo of Ballroom Summary Continue.....

Sterling Sightler took over the registration desk this year, putting her mark of excellence there as she has in all the other roles she
has held during past weekends. And, | have to comment on her wonderful husband Jim
Crowell. | was in a real pickle when our MC was stranded in Charlotte, North Carolina. |
He could get to New Orleans within a few hours but not to Baton Rouge, so | had him take
the New Orleans flight and Jim came to the rescue, driving to New Orleans and back, deliv-
ering our MC by mid-afternoon. They bonded quickly when Yang realized that he would

have to borrow some of Jim’s clothing because his failed to arrive with him.

All of our team performed so well and although | would like to point out everything they
added to the weekend, there are other happenings that will likely be of interest to you the reader and | have only so much space in

which to summarize the weekend. | love all of you great team members!

An unfortunate incident happened on Friday afternoon of the competition when Raymond Stanley left the dance floor and shortly
afterward had a heart arrest. It was quite an anxious moment, but within feet of him were several doctors. Pam Craven Hamilton,
a cardiologist, was the first to get to him, immediately starting CPR, with Jim Crowell assisting. For-
tunately, Jim and Sterling always check out the hotel’s defibrillator when they arrive at the hotel and
it was on the scene within a minute. Although this could have gone very badly for Ray, the doctors
within minutes had his breathing and pulse restored. He was sent to Our Lady of the Lake Hospital
and was released the following Monday with a stent to open up the artery that created his problem.
We understand that he is doing well. | want to thank everyone who played a role in saving this very

nice gentleman’s life. All of us wish Ray well and look forward to seeing him again next year.

‘ The Adult Championships are always a highlight of our competition weekend and this year was most
: ﬂs exciting. Dancing at the Gumbo for the first time were Angus Sinclair and Susan Sidman who placed

S second in American Smooth at nationals. Also placing in the finals at nationals and coming to us for
the first time was Larry Woodward and Jessica Bryant; outstanding dancers. David and Liva Wright, Blackpool semi-finalists,
danced with us for the first time and gave us some breathtaking moments. Placing second at Blackpool in Rising star and first time
Gumbo dancers were Pasha Pashkov and Daniella Karagach who wowed the crowd every time they set foot on the dance floor.

/
/ -
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Pasha and Daniella stayed over to coach dancers, leaving them with some of the best training they have ever had. Their words.

Throughout the weekend $8,500 was awarded in scholarships, won by dancers who had tough
competition to overcome. We congratulate all of the gold medalists and appreciate everyone
who competed this year. We realize that dancers have several NQEs to choose from and we are

very pleased that you decided to put the Gumbo on your 201 | dance calendar.

| think the bar of the Gumbo DanceSport Championships was raised this year and | am anxious
for June 29, 30 & July 1, 2012, to arrive. Please join us in Baton Rouge next year for another out-

standing weekend of ballroom

Photos by Debra Copper

If you have been receiving our newsletters through your email program, you must also noticed that you have
e been receiving emails from us using Constant Contact to send out invitations to our monthly dances and other
- ’_ social events.
T
CﬂﬂStﬂﬂtCﬂﬂfﬂCf By using Constant Contact to send out invitations for our events, we are able to create an event invite that not
Connect. Inform. Grow: only looks professional but allows us to have event registration. Event Registration is more convenient and
secure for our attendees than manual registration, which requires them to take more steps, like writing or calling. And it streamlines the reg-

istration desk with registration, automated payment collection and email communications.

You do not have to be a member of USA Dance to register online for one of our social events using
Constant Contact. Just click the “Register Now” button and let Constant Contact do the rest.

Now you can not only register for your chapter events online but now you can pay online using PayPal. With event registration online payment
you can register for the event, pay online using PayPal (it is a secure method) and print your entry ticket into the event. This is one of the new
features that your chapter is offering to streamline the event registration process.

For more information about our event registration using Constant Contact, you can email any questions to webmaster@usadancegumbo.org or
see any Board Member-.
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| 2011 Calendar of Events USA Dance Gumbo #5031 |
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USA DANCE Gumbo Chapter #5031 s @
Rouge, Houma, Mandeville, Metairie & New Orleans

Sunday, July 17th 2010

Jefferson Orleans North
2600 Edenborn Ave. Metairie

Free Dance Class! 1:30—2:00 p.m.
Guest Instructor: Stephan Howard
Teaching: Samba
General Dancing 2:00—5:00 p.m. 9 ,
$10 Members, $12 Non-Members up to 25 years old: $5 . o

RRRRRRRRRRRIRIBBRIRRRRR(R(R(R(NR -

JI9QI9G399G9

 JYIIYIIIa3949

Upcoming USA Dance Dances: Check the Website for up dates on instructors, who will

be teaching the free lesson.

Jefferson Orleans North Studio 371

2600 Edenborn Ave., Metairie, LA 371 School Street, Houma, LA

April 17th April 25th

May 15th May 28th
July 17th June 25th \ -
August 7th July 23th S - /e
September |8th August 20th o) Z
October |6th September 24th ¢ ;
November 20th October 22nd , \ A
December 18th November 26th ¢ 0

< s [ ]

4
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«| >
3 >
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LINIANRARNRRANARARANAANAS, 3 YOUTH DANCES 13
S é :| Every 2nd Sunday of each month at |:
{ H > < Starlight Ballroom Studio >
I\‘ Spe;:laIL Eve7nts 5 p| 5050 W. Esplanade Ave, Metairie, LA <
< ce fage P :I From 2pm—4pm I:
NAPPLPLLLLLLPPPPLLLSS AN/ S| Moreinformation contact: Kerry Lovell (504) 427—6483 o>
4 or email: k13857 @att.com >
«| >
«| >
pi X
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Gumbo Goes to the Ritz

Date: Saturday, August 27th
Time: 7:30pm fi 11:30pm

Where: Belle Chasse Auditorium,
8398 LA Hwy 23

Iu <)
] 1 |
TR )

Music: The popular band
Il 1|| oOLat i n (pkyiogBairdom)

I ‘J‘“" k
¥ Q J» | Heavy hors d'oeuvres,
P and drink set ups provided,
BYOB

I 4

Tickets:  $30 per person

Order on - line: www.usadancegumbo.org

Or Call:  Jennifer (504) 258 - 2220
Ann (985) 853 - 0030

Dress Code: Formal preferred, Dark suit acceptable. (Men)
Formal preferred, Tea length or evening pants acceptable. (Ladies)

A room block for overnight guests is available at the Riverside Hotel for $75
8280 LA Hwy. 23 (1 block away),
call (504) 391 -0133 and ask for the USA Dance Gumbo block.

For more information you can visit: www.usadancegumbo.org or
contact Jim Steven (504) 214 - 3145
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Place

Location

Contact

Website

Argentine Tango

5401 South Claiborne Avenue
New Orleans, LA

(504) 301-7246

www.ectortango.com

Club Silhouette

3505 N. Hullen Street
Metairie, LA

(504) 885-1771

www.clubsilhouette.net

Fleur De Dance

6610 Fleur De Lis Drive
New Orleans, LA

Tammy Clark Duke
(504) 437-8264
Lauren Wood
(225)328-5644

http://fleurdedance.com/

Studio 371 371 School Street (985) 655-3627 www.studio-37 1 .com
Houma, LA

Mandeville Ballroom 5150 Hwy 22 (985) 966-0178 www.mandevilleballroom.co
Mandeville, LA

m

Swirls North Shore
Dance Academy

711 N.Causeway Blvd
Mandeville, LA

(985) 626-0050
(985) 320 — 6322

www.swirlsnorthshoredanc
eacademy.com

Saturday Night Ballroom

American Legion Post
151 South Wooddale
Baton Rouge, LA

(225) 665-5442

www.saturdaynightballroom

.com

Ric Seeling Dance Studio | 10776 North Harrell’s Ferry Road (225) 928-2788 www.ricseeling.com
Baton Rouge, La
Richard Stewart Jeffie Jean Studio (225) 295 - 0607
Sunday Rhythms 11600 S. Harrels Ferry Rd.
Baton Rouge, LA
| ts about Dance & | S S
Place Location Contact Website

Mississippi Ballroom
Dance Association

Jackie Dole Sherrill Com-
munity Center

220 West Front Street
Hattiesburg, MS

(877) 35DANCE
(877) 353-2623

www.msballroom.com

Magnolia Ballroom
Dancers Association

Jackson, MS

http://magnoliaballroomdancers.com/

Ballroom Association of
Mid-South Mississippi
USA Dance Chapter #
6116

L a Studio Academie De
Dance

5296 Old Highway || #1
Hattiesburg, MS

Shellie Hubbard
(601) 467-4062

WWWw.tangomississippi.com
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Do you have time to spare???

Want to help improve

guality and quantity of
ballroom dance???
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USA Dance LA Gumbo Chapter # 503 |
Committees needs volunteers!

Here are the committees who are looking for volunteers:
T National Ballroom Week

Youth Outreach

Glitzy Dance

Fundraisers

Youth Training

Louisiana Dance Sport Competition Committee
Communication

VUVUVUVUVUUUUUUUUUUVUUUUUUUUUUUUUJUUVUUUUUUUUU

Monthly Dance Committee

= =4 =4 -8 -8 -—Aa -8 -9

If you are interest in volunteering, please contact Jules Borne at (318) 470 — 7643 or email:
borne@attglobal.net
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Contact information for the Newsletter Editor: newsletter@usadancegumbo.org
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If you would like to contribute an article about ballroom dancing in your area to the
newsletter, it’s must be in Word format and about 200 words or less.

If you would like to submit any pictures of people having a good time ballroom dancing, it
must be in jpeg format and the names of the individuals that are in the picture.

The articles or pictures are due the |5th of each month for the following month’s
newsletter to the editor of the newsletter.

We would love to hear from the dancing community!!!!
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