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A Publication of LA GUMBO Chapter 5031  
 
The Greater New Orleans 

Chapter of USA Dance  

USA Dance  

Our mission is to improve the quality and quan-

tity of ballroom dancing  in the United States.  

 

You may ask how you can be involved in this mission or 

even express the sentiment, "But I just want to dance".  That sentiment actually has its place in 

promoting our mission.  The desire to get on the dance floor is what brings us together and what 

keeps us dancing and improving.  That desire is especially obvious in our youth.  The Jefferson 

Parish Elementary students, Baton Rouge High School students, local Collegiate groups and others 

are a prime example of promoting ballroom dancing.  

 

So here is your way to become involved:  Dance, compete, volunteer, be a spectator, cheer, donate, 

sponsor and dance some more. 

  

LA Dancesport and USA Dance need our participation.  I will be working the registration desk at 

the Gumbo of Ballroom.  Have you signed up?  Call Ann Durocher-Steven, Sterling Sightler, 

Peggy Clement or myself to offer your support.  As we encourage others to compete,  join the so-

cial dance circuit, support dancing for youth and make our own way to the dance floor, we are in-

deed fulfilling our mission. 

  

To that end we introduce a new and improved newsletter for our members and our friends.  Thanks 

to the dedication and willingness of Mark Ellington, the torch has been passed from Diana Stagg 

and Kerry Lovell.  We thank them for their efforts to keep Footnotes afloat after Katrina and to 

encourage participation in and about ballroom dancing. 

  

See you on the dance floor and Oh, by the way, I remain your grateful USA Dance President, 

 

Jen 

Stephan Howard & Ronna LeJeune Viennese Waltz 

The Jefferson Orleans Report 

The Jefferson Orleans is an amazing element in the Greater New Orleans USA Dance community and 
deserves our dedicated support. The few years I have participated in this wonderfully talented commu-
nity I have seen the participants diminish, listened and complained of the lack of ballroom opportuni-
ties available and read of the long and glorious history of this wonderful ballroom. The Jefferson Or-
leans is a rare jewel like no other. One Sunday evening we danced a beautiful Foxtrot to the Pat Bar-
berot Orchestra performing òMoon Riveró by Henry Mancini, amazing!   

Wednesdays the Jay Zainey Orchestra performs and a buffet dinner is provided. This is so easy and 
who wants to cook, clean dishes, and watch TV when such a wonderful evening is available. The ball-
room is very romantic for quiet conversations with someone deserving an evening Dõamore. Let,õs go 
dance, have fun and enjoy life with one another doing what we loveé Ballroom! 
 
Mark Ellington 



DANCE TOO MUCH!!!   

 Wednesdays music by The Jay Zainey 
Orchestra.  Doors open 6:30 p.m.  Dancing 7:00 
p.m.ñ10:00 p.m. $10.00 per person, cash bars, 
no bottles.  -  

Club Silhouetteñ For information, call
 -  or email

 o r  v i s i t 
www.clubsilhouette.net

 and classes 
 

Classes 
 

Monday      Hustle 
 

Tuesday Jamaica & West Coast Swing 
 
Wednesday  SalsañBeginners, Intermediate  
                      and Advanced 
 
Thursday      Ballroom & Line Dancing 
 
Friday  Waltz & Rumba 
 
Saturday West Coast Swing 

New Orleans  

Baton Rouge  

Richard Stewart hosts  Sunday Rhythms at 
Jeffie Jean Studio, Sundays 7:00 to 9:00ñ 
$5/person.  Great recorded music, mixer 
dances, refreshments. 11600 S. Harrels Ferry 
Rd., near Sherwood Forest exit of I-12. 

Houma 

USA DanceñJefferson Orleans North, 2600 
Edenborn Avenue, Metairie, LA.  Sundays once 
per month from 1:30 to 5:00. Free dance lesson, 
great music, door prizes and snacks. $10 mem-
bers, $12 non-members, $5 students. See our  
June flyer and dance schedule on pages 3 & 6. 
For information contact Jennifer Vaughn at 504-
258-2220; or Kerry Lovell at 504-427-6483 or 
504-485-5692. 

Mississippi 

Gulf Coast USA Dance Chapter 6052, 
Hansboro Community Center, Gulfport, 7-
8 pm (free lesson); 7-11 p.m. General Danc-
ing. $10. Dressy Casual. No alcohol allowed.  
For more info please  call Dick OõNeal at 
601-928-2696, Ken at 228-217-5091 or 
dancemscoast@hotmail.com or visit our 
website at http://www.dancemscoast.com.   
 

2010 Schedule 
Call Dick or Ken for details 

.Argentine Tango Club, 4308 Magazine 
St. (Nirvana Indian Cuisine, 2nd floor) near 
the corner of Napoleon Ave. Beginners' 
classes 6:30-7:30, general dancing at 7;30-
10, every Friday night. For information call 
Maria Elena LaMotta at 504/887-3095 or 
228-3095. 

Saturday Night Ballroom 
 
American Legion Post, 151 S. Wooddale, Ba-
ton Rouge, LA.  

2010 Schedule 
 

Jul 3 - Red, White, and Blue 
 

Aug 7 - Tropical 
 

Sep 4 - Twelfth Anniversary - "Puttin on the 
Ritz" 

 
Oct 2 - Autumn Harvest 

 
Nov 6 - "Wild West" Ballroom Dance 

 

 
8-11 p.m., $10. General dancing, exhibitions 
and mixer dances.  For information, call Don 
and Sandy Nijoka at (225) 665-5442, 
snbdancer@cox.net or visit  website at 

The Mississippi Ballroom Dance Asso-
ciation, Jackie Dole Sherrill Community 
Center, 220 West Front Street, Hattiesburg, 
MS from 2:00 to 6:00 Sundays. $5 for mem-
bers and $10 for non-members. Great wood 
floor and finger food buffet! 
 

2010 Schedule 
Last Saturday of each month. 

 
For more info Contact 877-35-DANCE. 
For beginner ballroom classes visit our new 
website at www.msballroom.com. 

Mandeville 

Mandeville Ballroom Dance Club, 5150 
Hwy 22,  Mandeville, LA,  
 

2010 Dance Schedule 
February 26th & 27th 
Other months TDA 

 
Contact Aaron Smith at 
aaron@mandevilleballroom.com or 985-966-
0178. Time: 7:30 p.m. Cost: $8per person/$15 
couple. Please check website at Mandeville-
ballroom.com. for our schedule. 

Magnolia Ballroom Dancers Association in 
Jackson, MS presents monthly dance at For-
estry Auditorium, Agriculture Museum, 8:00-
11:30.  Fine recorded music, exhibitions, re-
freshments, mixer dancers.  $10/members, 
$15/non-member.  Dress: elegantly casual. For 
info see www.magnoliaballroomdancers.org. 
 

2010 Schedule 

February 20, 2010 

Iõm A Dancerñ2010 Schedule will be e-
mailed for parties at Max and Metro for the 
next few months. E-mail Linda for info at 
ImADancrNO@aol.com or call 488-5151 or 
858-0822. 

Houma branch of USA Dance, Studio 
371, 371 School Street, Houma, Saturdays, 
7:30ñ11:00 p.m.  Dance lesson 7:30ñ8:30 
by professional instructor. $7.50 admission 
members; non-members $10. 
 

None in June 
 

Bring a dishñalways lots of great food 
provided!  For more information contact 
Ed Delorge at 985-223-0206. Check our 
website at www.studio-371.com. 

 

Swirls North Shore Dance Academy, 
Friday Night Dance Parties. 8-11 p.m. 
$8/person, $15/couple. Weekly group 
classes/private lessons. 711 N. Causeway 
Blvd., Mandeville.  Contact Gracie Ponder 
at 985-626-0050, 985-320-6322(c) or email 
swirlsdanceacademy@att.net.  

Ballroom Assoc. of Mid-South MS, USA 
Dance Chapter 6116, La Studio Academie 
de Dance (5296 Old Highway 11 # 1 - Hat-
tiesburg , MS).  Contact Shellie Hubbard 
601-467-4062, for additional information or 

Shellie at shellie@tangomississippi.com 

Ric Seeling's Studio  
 
For details see www.ricseelingteammatch.com 
or pick up form at studio.  

Sandy Wolf and Aaron Smith 
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 Dance Report for May 16, 2010  USA Dance Chapter 5031  

 Metairie Dance Report  

  

Another great dance for our chapteréweôre really  good at thisé.and itôs because of our volun-

teers! 

 

This was one of our ñno themeò dances é.wear what makes you feel like dancingéand we did it 

well. 

 

The half hour dance lesson was taught by Lauren Wood, with Club Silhouette in Metairie and Ric 

Seelingôs in Baton Rouge. Lauren taught the Rumbaéfirst the basic stepéslow, quick, 

quické.then the basic boxéthe open break...the underarm turn...ònow put them all  togetheréò!!  

Great job, Laurené.!!  And as I said thenéLauren is available for private lessons in New Orleans 

and Baton Rouge to schedule a lesson please call 225-328-5644. 

 

Sean Nolan and Lauren Wood performed a beautiful Rumba exhibition that was very much appre-

ciated. The playful and alluring character of the dance was obvious and a real delight to watch. 

Later Stephan Howard and Ronna LeJeune representing Starlight Ballroom performed a wonderful 

and elegant Viennese Waltz exhibition. They seemed to glide across the floor with effortless grace 

and skill that epitomize the beauty and grace of the Viennese Waltz., see cover. Stephan is avail-

able for private classes to schedule a lesson please call 504-889-0906. 

 

And the refreshmentsé.my favorite partécapably arranged by board member and board secretary 

Carrie Semmlerégreat dessertsé.among other goodiesé.!!  

We still need donations for the refreshments tableé.remember, folks, this is an all volunteer organization, also nonprofitéand we 

need contributions from you, our members, to make it work for all of usésoé..please contribute in  kind éor by purchasing tickets 

for the 50/50,  which funds the refreshmentsé.!  

  
Edwin Fleischmann  

             USA DANCEðLa Gumbo Chapter 5031 
                 Baton Rouge, Houma, Mandeville, Metairie & New Orleans  

 

Sunday, June 20, 2010  
 * No Partner Required * *Door Prizes*  

*Social Mixers* *Snacks*  
 

 Jefferson Orleans North  

2600 Edenborn Ave. Metairie  
 

Free Class!   1:30 ð2:00 p.m.  

General Dancing  2:00 ð5:00 p.m . 

 

Guest Instructor:  Stella Howard  

Teaching: American Tango  
Stella Howard is available for private and group lessons, 

please call 504 -889-0906 
 

$10 Members, $12 Non -Members  
up to 25 years old:  $5  

 

Wear whatever makes you feel like dancing!  

 For more information contact Jennifer Vaughn at 
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Competition Update 
By Ann Durocher-Steven 

 
Before we know it the competition will be here, June 25-27, at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Baton Rouge.  So much has 
happened over the last month and it will be nearly impossible for me to capture everything to share with all of you.  
But, let me try to give you an appreciation of the building excitement. 
 
Registrations for the Gumbo DanceSport Championships haqve far surpassed last yearõs numbers and on track to be 
our largest national qualifying event yet.  But, the story is actually bigger than just numbers.  At every level of competi-
tion, we have strong competition, so the dance floor will definitely be the focus of excitement on Friday and Saturday 
of the weekend.  Dancers will join us from 23 states and 12 of those couples are current reigning national champions in 
their age groups and skill levels.  The competition will be fierce, but one thing we are sure of; the new friends made 
over the weekend will be many. 
 
In the fall of 2009, we kicked off our fundraising campaign and enlisted the support of our entire planning committee.  
We set a very ambitious goal of $16,000, with the idea in mind to increase significantly the amount awarded for scholar-
ships.  There were doubts and fears as we began the drive, but our team felt very committed to the cause, because we 
are determined to be the most sought after National Qualifying Event in the country.  Today I am proud to announce 
that we have exceeded the goal.  As of June 14th, the donations amount to $19,978.25* (123% of the goal).  Because of 
the wonderful generosity of companies, organizations and individuals we are assured of nearly doubling the amount 
awarded in scholarships.  Hats are off to everyone who has given unselfishly either financially and/or hard work to 
make this happen.  The excellent scholarship program will likely be one of our greatest selling tools as we continue to 
host this prestigious weekend of competition.  Our fundraising campaign results are listed below. 

 

Fundraising Campaign Results  
As of May 12, 2010 

 

Diamond Level  ($2,000 and above) 
Louisiana Governorõs Games 

 

Gold Level  ($1,000 and above) 
Saturday Night Ballroom      Baton Rouge Area Convention & Visitors Bureau 
Baton Rouge Area Sports Foundation      Richard Stewart & Melanie Tichenor 

C. J. Brown Realtors      Audrey Gonzales Corliss 
 

Silver Level  ($500 and above) 
Cecil & Neila Phillips      Jim Crowell & Sterling Sightler      Carol Doyle      Charlie & Peggy Clement 

Jim & Ann Durocher Steven      Jack Jaubert 
Anonymous 

 

Bronze Level  ($250 and above) 
Maurice Allen      Phillip Stephens      Scott & Sarah Coates      Jerry & Irina Donahue 

Sandra Patrick      USA Dance Southern Star Chapter      Robert J. Gonzales 
 

Individual Donor Level  (Under $250) 
Don & Sandy Nijoka       Jesse Gellrich      Charles & Peggy Coates      Louis & Peggy Gebhart    

Richard Obney (Ballroom Video)      Bernice Gonzales      Ruby Shrieves      Gwen & Ben Becnel      Janet King 
Dot Althans      Sharon Lucido      Judy Wean      Mark Ellington 

 
Fundraising Dance Net Profit   $4,919.98 

 

Total  Funds Received to Date             $19,978.25*  (123% of Goal) 
 

Goal for 2010                $16,000.00 
 

A big thank you to all of our donors and to our wonderful fundraising team! 
 

                 __________________________________________________________________________ 
                * Amount of Fundraiser is based on previous amount and percentage increase. 



Competition Update 
By Ann Durocher-Steven 

Advertisers to Date 
International Dance Design        Edwin R. Fleischmann, Jr., Attorney at Law        Bill Elliott Realty  

Chatta Box        Phyllis Nola        Dance Shoes of Atlanta 
Barbara Badon        Friends of Richard Stewart & Melanie Tichenor        Friends of Brad Petrie 

Fleischmann Law Firm        Francais Restaurant        Fancy Fashions 
R & C Master Dance Floors, Inc. 

Advertising dollars to date   $ 1,175.00      (30% of Goal) 
Advertising Goal    $4,000.00 

 
There are some lovely surprises awaiting our competitors, not the least of which is gumbo from Peggy Clement and 
Ann Durocher-Stevenõs kitchen.  The Hospitality Room has become a favorite meeting place for many of the competi-
tors and Sandy Patrick, Hospitality Chair, sees to it that everyone is comfortable and well fed. 
 
Registration closes this weekend (June 11-13) and on Tuesday Ann and registrar Charlie Clement will heat both com-
petitions.  Following the heating, the schedule of events will be posted on the web site.  Keep an eye on the competi-
tion web site, as many updates will be posted from now until competition time.  If you havenõt seen it lately, you will 
enjoy many of the interesting features Debra Cooper, our web master, has added.  The site is 
www.gumboofballroom.org. 
 
Every year Larry Pentecost tries hard to get us on various TV and radio stations for publicity about the weekend.  
Some years weõve had one or two opportunities, but this year we have the biggest response ever.  Come competition 
time, we will have had interviews on two radio programs and three television programs, plus a feature article in the 
Morning Advocate, Baton Rougeõs largest newspaper.  We commend Larry, Debra and Cecil Phillips for all the leg 
work behind this.  Being interviewed this year are Debra Cooper, Cecil Phillips, Richard Stewart, Melanie Tichenor, 
Jack Jaubert and Ann Durocher-Steven. 

 
If any of you have items to sell in the consignment shop, please contact Ellen Gannuch at tinker-
belle2630@yahoo.com.  She would like to get your paperwork in advance of the competition. 
 
Nicole Champagne will arrive on Friday afternoon of the competition with 13 or more young couples from the New 
Orleans area to compete in the Gumbo DanceSport Championships.  Coming to watch these youngsters will be Baton 
Rouge young folks from the Big Buddy Program, led by Lane Barry and her partner Leonard Augustus.  These young 
folks will attend the competition to get a sense of what they will learn next year at the direction of Lane and Leonard.  
We certainly donõt want to miss next yearõs event, because it is sure to be filled with even more excitement, as Laneõs 
dancers take on Nicoleõs dancers.  There wonõt be a dry eye in the house! 
 
Spectator tickets are available through the following: 

1.  The web site at www.gumboofballroom.org; download the Spectator Package for mailing instruc-
tions. 
2.  New Orleans Area, Gwen Becnel at 504-256-7090 
3.  Baton Rouge Area, Peggy Clement at 225-627-6154 
4.  Houma Area, Ann Durocher-Steven at 985-853-0030 

All of you dance enthusiasts, donõt forget about the outstanding workshops being offered on Friday evening of the 
competition weekend. 
 7:00pm  òExpression & Characterization of Rhythm & Latin, Plus Musicalityó 
   This will be taught by Dan Calloway, our chairman of judges. 
 8:00pm òExpression & Characterization of Smooth & Standard, Plus Floorcraftó 
   This will be taught by Bill Davies, one of the names in ballroom. 
Donõt miss the opportunity to learn from some of the best professionals at a very reasonable $10 per workshop.  Both 
workshops are geared to both social and competitive dancers.  They are for all skill levels as well.  You can purchase 
workshop tickets along with your spectator tickets.  Tickets will also be available on Friday at the competition site. 

 
See you all in Baton Rouge! 
 
 

http://www.gumboofballroom.org
mailto:tinkerbelle2630@yahoo.com
mailto:tinkerbelle2630@yahoo.com
http://www.gumboofballroom.org
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USA DANCE 

LA Gumbo 
Chapter 5031 

 

   Jefferson Orleans North 

2600 Edenborn Ave., Metairie 

 
 

2010 Calendar of  Events 
 

June 20 
July 18 

August 15 
September 19 

October 17 (Glitzy Dance) 
November 21 (Sadie Hawkins) 

December 19 
 

 Special Events 
 

2010 

 Gumbo of Ballroom Weekend 

June Baton Rouge, LA 

 

  USA DANCE GUMBO  

DANCSPORT CHAMPIONSHIPS  
 

June 25 & 26 
 
 

  LOUISIANA CHALLENGE  
 

June 27 
 
 

 For information call:  985-853-0030 
Or Visit : www.usadancegumbo.org 

Advertise in Footnotes! 
 

Full page $50.00 

Half page $25.00 

Quarter page           $15.00 

 Business card                   $10.00  

One inch (5 lines)    $  5.00 

 10% discount for long-term ads! 

 

Contact us at mjellington2000@yahoo.com 

or call  Mark Ellington at 504-377-1042 

DISPLAY ADS:  To advertise your event or professional service, submit a 

digital file (Word format for documents and jpeg format  for photos) or 

camera-ready artwork to Mark Ellington at the above email address along 

with payment to USA Dance at LA Gumbo Chapter 5031,  P.O. Box 7021, 

Metairie, LA 70010-7021. 

DEADLINE FOR ALL MATERIALS: 20th of month before each issue  

 
 
 
 
  Group Dance Lessons  

Swing ï Waltz -  Hip Hop  

Every Tuesday Night  

7:30 -  8:30 Swing  

Lakeview Presbyterian Church  

5914 Canal Blvd New Orleans  

1 block north of 610 on the left  

Every Wednesday Night  

7:30 -  8:30 Waltz  

8:30 ï 9:30 Hip Hop  

3901 suite 3 Williams Blvd Kenner  

Across from the Asian Buffet  

All classes are $10. per person  

Call Joe Vaughn 504 - 235 - 1485  

http://neworleansballroom.com  

http://www.usabdanola.org/


Social/Latin/Swing/Ballroom/Two Step Classes  

Tuesdays    Starting June 1st  (4 week series)                  Instructor - Brad Petrie 

7 p.m.:     East Coast Swing (Basic to Intermediate)* - no prior experience needed 

8 p.m.:     West Coast Swing (Basic to Intermediate)* - no prior experience needed 

NOTE: Brad is available for private lessons during the day on Tuesdays, but they must be schedule in advance. He can be reached at 504-237-1292. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Wednesdays    Starts June 2nd   (4 week series)     Ballroom   Instructor - Lenar Whitney 

8 p.m.:     Foxtrot and Waltz 

This class will teach the beginner the basic steps of the 6 main ballroom dances: waltz, foxtrot, tango, cha cha, rumba and swing. Lenar can be reached 
at 985-851-0132. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thursdays     Starts June 3rd  (3 week series)     Ballroom and Latin Instructor - Lenar Whitney 

7 p.m.:     Cha Cha (Beginning Intermediate)      ***Percell will return in July*** 

8 p.m. to 9p.m.     A free practice session for all past and present dance students. 

NOTE: Percell is available for private lessons on Thursdays and Fridays, but they must be schedule in advance. He can be reached at 907-563-2673. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Fridays    June 4th & June 18th   Country Two Step                Instructor - Michelle Boudreaux         504-400-8782 

6:30 p.m.:     BASICS 101  

7:15 p.m.:     BASICS 201   Advanced students are encouraged to participate in the basic classes free. 

8 p.m. to 10p.m.     A free practice session for dance students, $5.00 pp includes assisted practice w/Michelle 

NOTE: Percell is available for private lessons on Thursdays and Fridays, but they must be schedule in advance. He can be reached at 907-563-2673. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Belly Dance Classes are held on Monday evenings with  Instructor - Jessica Martin 

For more information, call 985-688-6283 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Studio 371 will be closed June 25 -  27 for the Gumbo of Ballroom competition weekend in Baton Rouge. 

www.gumboofballroom.org 

Next USA Dance is July 24th, mark your calendars!      www.studio-371.com 

Studio 371 
371 School Street 

Houma, LA 70360 

Our website is www.studio-371.com 

Revised Schedule  



USA Dance, P.O. Box  7021, Metairie, LA 70010-7021 
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